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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: APER, SREF, VS, FR 
SUBJECT: AMERICANS IN VIETNAM 

REF: STATE 108276 

1. QUAI ACTING DIRECTOR FOR ASIA BOLLE TOLD EMBOFF MAY 

9 FRENCH AMBASSADOR MERILLON HAD REPORTED THAT, ACCORD- 
ING TO RUMORS, THERE WERE UP TO 100 AMERICAN CITIZENS 
IN THE SAIGON AREA. MERILLON SAID THAT THE EMBASSY 
KNEW OF THE PRESENCE IN SAIGON OF 27 AMERICANS AND 
THAT THEY WERE SAFE AND SOUND. MERILLON INDICATED THAT 
THE 17 AMERICANS ON THE "REUTERS LIST" (WHICH MERILLON 
SAID WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY "AN AMERICAN") WERE AMONG 
THOSE KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. MERILLON WAS ADAMANT THAT 
THE QUAI NOT RELEASE THIS LIST AS SUCH TO THE AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT AND THAT NO STATEMENT SHOULD BE MADE BY THE 
AMERICANS WHICH INDICATED FRENCH HAD COMMUNICATED 
INFORMATION EVEN OF A GENERAL NATURE TO USG CONCERNING 
AMERICANS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. BOLLE SAID HE HAD TO UNDER- 
LINE THAT IT WOULD BE A CATASTROPHE FOR THE GOF AND FOR 
THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN SAIGON IF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
ANY FRENCH ROLE VIS-A-VIS AMERICANS WERE TO LEAK TO THE 
PRESS. 

2. BOLLE SUGGESTED THAT EMBOFF GO TO THE QUAI WITH A 
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BE WILLING TO INDICATE BY NAME WHICH PERSONS WERE KNOWN 
BY THE FRENCH TO BE SAFE. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THIS 
INFORMATION SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE ONLY TO REASSURE 
THE NEXT OF KIN AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO REPEAT NO 
PUBLICATION OF THE REASSURANCE OR THE FRENCH SOURCE. 

3. COMMENT: QUAI POSITION HAS APPARENTLY BEEN TAKEN 
AT A HIGH LEVEL WITH FULL CONSIDERATION FOR THE U.S. 
HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS. UNTIL THE SITUATION IN SAIGON 

IS MORE CLEAR, FRENCH WISH TO BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT ANY 
COMPROMISE OF THEIR EMBASSY'S ACTIVITIES IN SVN. IF 
REUTERS HAS A LIST, DEPARTMENT CAN PRESUMABLY REASSURE 
NOK THAT ACCORDING TO FRENCH EMBASSY THESE PERSONS ARE 
SAFE. IF REUTERS MERELY HAS THE STORY THAT THE LIST 
WAS PRESENTED TO THE FRENCH EMBASSY. REUTERS 
SHOULD BE URGED NOT TO PUBLISH;OTHERWISE EVEN THE 
LIMITED COOPERATION QUAI IS PREPARED TO GIVE (PARA 2) 

MAY BE JEOPARDIZED. REUTERS WOULD PRESUMABLY HAVE TO 
REPORT THAT IT FURNISHED THE LIST. BUT GOF REFUSED TO 
RELEASE IT TO THE USG. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO COMPILE AN 
INCLUSIVE LIST OF AMERICANS CONSIDERED TO BE IN THE 
SAIGON AREA, WE BELIEVE THAT BOLLE WILL BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE CONFIRMATION CONCERNING MOST OF THE 27 AMERICANS 
KNOWN TO BE SAFE BY THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN SAIGON. 

RUSH 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: CITIZEN PROTECTION 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PARIS1 1754 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 63-0768 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750566/aaaachwf.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 75 STATE 108276 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 MAY 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <01 OCT 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMERICANS IN VIETNAM 
TAGS: APER, SREF, VS, FR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



